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When I applied to the Community Scholars program, I planned to enhance student engagement 
and learning in a new community based a special topics course on NeuroDevelopmental Systems. 
My aim was to enhance the gathering of data from students to improve the intended outcomes. 
Initially, these outcomes where assessed using a Service-Learning Rubric that measures the degree 
of impact on the individuals that serve, the community that is served, and the campus. (This rubric 
is taken from the Coverdell World Wise Schools publication “Looking at Ourselves and Others”, 
Washington, DC, Peace Corps, 1998, p.6). The plan was to improve/develop the CBTL course by 
focusing on: 

 Development of hands-on skills through application of course content to practical 
experience. (CBTL Domain: Integrated Connections). 

 Development of professional communication skills and leadership by working across 
multidisciplinary and interprofessional groups. (CBTL Domain: Intercultural Competence). 

 Reflection and appreciation of the needs of the disable pediatric community (CBTL 
Domain: Ethical Character).  

 Development of a sense of citizenship as they work with professionals and provide a 
service to the community. (CBTL Domain: Effective Citizenship) 

 
During the Community Scholars program I learned new tools for assessment and revised the 
syllabus for this course. Changes involve the addition and implementation of the following 
Pre/Post evaluations for student assessments using the standardized assessment tools: Public 
Service Motivation Scale, Civic Actions Scale, a Civic Attitudes Scale, and the Interprofessional 
Socialization and Valuing Scale (ISVS). These tools are standard tools recommended to evaluate 
pre/post impact of interprofessional education and IRB approval to collect data from the students 
under IRB#620530-2 was also approved.  
 
A second aim for this program was to disseminate the acquired knowledge. To this end, a peer-
review article (Artifact) was accepted for presentation and publication at the EMBC’16. It is noted 
that this article was accepted without any changes. In it, these new assessment forms are 
implemented in the evaluation of the course and student outcomes are presented. 
 
Finally, I will like to comment in my spider web graph results. These outcomes resulted pre and 
post my experience in the Community Scholars program. They investigated the following five 
dimensions: 1) Foundational Knowledge & Awareness, 2) Complexity of Community Issues & 
Collaboration, 3) Student Development, 4) Design & Execution, and 5) CBL impact. The results 
showed an improvement in all different dimensions. However, the major change was seen in 
dimension five. It went from a pre value of 3.17 to a post value of 4.83. This clearly shows an 
increased appreciation for the impact that Community Based Learning has on our community and 
its influence at the University. 


